Personnel Accountability System

Recommended Practices




What is Accountability.........

To account for all firefighters, at any time, within the
most dangerous area of an incident by providing
enhanced personnel safety for the individual
firefighter and provide incident command a means to
track and account for personnel and their
whereabouts within the danger area.




What Accountability IS NOT




Establishing a System
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PURPOSE:
This procedure is designed to establish a means to track and locate all fire department members
operating at any incident or activity in which a department becomes involved.

RESPONSIBILITY:
All department personnel and officers.

SAFETY:
It is the intention of this department to provide the optimal level of firefighter safety. The
application of this procedure will assist all members to meet this goal.

DEFINITIONS:

Hazardous Area - means any location(s) that may pose a safety and/or health risk to firefighters
due fo, but not limited to, the presence of products of combustion, hazardous or otherwise
oxygen deficient or oxygen enriched atmosphere or the potential for any IDLH atmosphere,
hazardous equipment or operations or the potential for any of these situations to exist.
Additionally, any area or location that predisposes a firefighter to become lost, disoriented or
trapped, including any confined space and wild land areas shall be considered a hazardous area
for the purpose of this section.

IDLH - means immediately dangerous to life and health

PAS - Personnel accountability system




Where should your tags go....

Two-Tag System

1sttag 2nd tag — Accountability Plate
Apparatus “Ring” collection for a// All members assigned to operate
members riding on the apparatus. in an IDLH environment
Members attach Tag/PASS Device Attaches Personal Accountability
on apparatus ring. tag on accountability plate

FREEHOLD TWP.
INDEPENDENT FIRE

: r ‘-'.."vA

@ (,_}n @‘ ® o

MR AL
ESSENTIAL PERSONNEL

Front View

CEDARKNOLLS ~ - -
FIRE DEPT.
ENGINE



Steps to tagging in - Step 1
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@ All firefighters on an
apparatus should
remove one tag and
secure it to the
apparatus

accountability ring

> This will remain with the
apparatus for member
accountability.



@ All firefighters on an
apparatus assigned
to operate in an
IDLH environment
will secure their
accountability tag to
the accountability
plate

> This is for tracking and
accounting for all firefighters
working in IDLH conditions

- Rapid Intervention Crews
should bring plate tc



Steps to tagging in — Step 3

© As firefighters exit
an apparatus, the
accountability
plate should be
transferred to the

apparatus officer.




Steps to tagging in — Step 4

© The apparatus officer will
perform one of two possible
options:

> Option 1 - If accountability

is not established

- The officer will leave —— : (5
accountability plate by the Jﬁ% ey
entrance of the IDLH \
environment N

> Option 2 - If accountability
is established

- The officer wil




Non-Accounted Personnel

If a department has
members who respond in
department issued
vehicles and/or are
permitted to respond in
their personal vehicles

They shall locate the
apparatus they are normally
assigned and place their first
tag on the apparatus ring.

They then shall locate the OIC
and/or Accountability Officer
and tag-in with the apparatus
plate they will be operating
with in the IDLH environment




Steps to tagging in - Clearing

© When firefighters '
are complete with
operating in an IDLH
environment.

> The apparatus/company
officer will retrieve
accountability plate from OIC
and/or Accountability Officer,
confirm they have P.A.R. and
return personal tags to
firefighters.




Apparatus Blocks/Plates
“Uniform” Color Code System
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Apparatus Blocks/Plates
Can Be Purchased Through
Am\erigan Trade Mark Co.
www.firecommand.org
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